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Profile 
Frank Z. Ruttenberg has been practicing law as a commercial 
and real estate lawyer in San Antonio since 1979. Mr. 
Ruttenberg's real estate practice includes the negotiation and 
preparation of documents relating to the sale, purchase, and 
operation of income producing properties, day-to-day operations 
for apartment complexes, acquisition of multi-family housing, 
landlord/tenant relations, real estate financing, commercial 
leasing, real property development, easements, leases, and 
commercial transactions with governmental agencies, and the 
preservation of historic structures. 
 
Mr. Ruttenberg's practice in general commercial law includes 
assisting business with day-to-day operating needs, negotiating 
and drafting business contracts, the formation of business 
entities including limited partnerships, limited liability 
companies, general partnerships, registered limited liability 
partnerships and corporations, as well as the preparation of intra 
owner documentation relating to such entities. 
 
In recent years, Mr. Ruttenberg has been involved in assisting 
clients in connection with the purchase of groundwater rights 
and surface water rights throughout the state of Texas. His 
experience in dealing with water rights includes negotiating and 
drafting documents for the purchase and sale of groundwater 
rights, the lease of groundwater rights, the development of 
diversion facilities for the diversion of surface water rights, and 
other water development and water supply agreements. 
 
Mr. Ruttenberg has also handled the preparation of private 
offerings in connection with the formation of investment capital, 
the redevelopment and preservation of historic theaters, and 
general business matters. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Mr. Ruttenberg is listed among the Best Lawyers in America for 
real estate law. Scene in San Antonio Monthly named him among 
the Most Influential San Antonians of 2005, stating that he has 
been "widely regarded as the 'best of the best' in real estate and 
water law." 
 
Mr. Ruttenberg is a frequent lecturer at state-wide seminars 
which have included the annual University of Texas Course on 
Partnerships and Related Business Entities, and the annual State 
Bar of Texas Advanced Real Estate Course. 
 
Affiliations 
American Bar Association, Tax Section Committee on 
Partnerships 
Texas Real Estate Commission Broker/Lawyer Committee 
(oversees the promulgation of the TREC Real Estate forms for 
the State of Texas) 
State Bar of Texas, Real Estate Probate and Trusts Section 
State Bar of Texas, Business Law Section, Chair of the 
Partnership and Limited Liability Company Law Committee 
San Antonio Bar Association, Real Estate Discussion Group 
American Bar Association, Business Section 
Real Estate Council of San Antonio 
Board of Directors, San Antonio Zoo 
 
Speeches 
Drafting Issues: Limited Partnership Agreements for 
Landowners and Developers; Texas University School of Law - 
Mortgage Lending Institute (September 2006) 

Limited Liability Company Drafting Company Agreements 
Under the Code; State Bar of Texas; Texas Business 
Organizations' Choice of Entities and Formations (2006) 

Conveyances of Edwards Aquifer Groundwater – Doing Deals 
and a Change of Market (2006 Conference on the Edwards 
Aquifer)  

Changing Face of Water Rights - Groundwater Conveyancing 
(Sale and Lease); State Bar of Texas (2005) 
 
Transferring Groundwater Rights; San Antonio Bar Association 
- Natural Resources Section (2004) 
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